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President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni has narrated the secrets behind his Kabiriti phone after allegations arose that he fear modern smart phones.

 Speaking to hundreds of people at the Second Annual National ICT Job Fair 2023 at Kololo Ceremonial Grounds, Museveni revealed that he knows very well that there are smartphones but he distances himself from using them because he does not want them to divert him from thinking about important issues in the country, East Africa, Africa and the world at large.

 “People are always asking why Museveni has been stuck on the Kabiriti. I have heard about smartphones, and seen them at a distance but in my work, I need to do more thinking than tinkering with data and so many things,” Museveni said.

 He added that when he gets time, he calls a one Gracious Kamungu and other members of his social media team to brief him on what people are talking about on social media.

 Museveni talking to some of the exhibitors at the Second Annual National ICT Job Fair 2023 at Kololo Ceremonial Grounds


 He encouraged the young generation not to waste much of their time on social media because it distracts them from critical thinking which is not good for them.

 However, former State House operative and celebrated social, political and economic commentator Charles Rwomushana stated that smartphones are used by international intelligence organisations to spy on different individuals who they have interest in using Pegasus technology.

 Rwomushana warned his colleagues including veteran political journalists John Kakande, the former New Vision editor and Peter Kibazo to avoid moving with their smart phones when going on private missions especially meeting their side dishes because they may be monitored internationally.



 “For me when I go for my saunas, I don’t use these smartphones, I go with my Kabiriti phone,” Rwomushana stated.

 Recent investigations establish that a neighbouring country was spying on top government officials, security officials and journalists through Pegasus technology.

 However, the president noted that Digital innovation has potential to improve the quality of life of people because they are a bit independent in the area of food, some shelter items, and mobility and has the potential to improve the quality of life.

 He added that the digital world is making things faster, more efficient, more traceable; “that is why I support the idea of digitizing government processes.”

 On the same forum, Museveni revealed why he stopped army generals and top security officers from driving themselves in the cars because when driving themselves, they may be diverted to small issues which don’t matter.

 “In the army, we do not allow the General to drive; because if he drives his mind moves away from the big issues to the small ones. It is not that I’m against smartphones, I think as a leader it is better to have less distraction,” he stated.

 

 By Grapevine Reporter
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Police’s Chief Crime Intelligence Director Brig. Gen. Christopher Ddamulira Sserunjogi has deployed more than 30 specialized commandos to lead the operation to arrest fugitive Tabula Luggya Bbosa who allegedly masterminded the plan to assassinate Eng. Daniel Bbosa Lwomwa the fallen head of Endiga (Sheep) clan two weeks back.

 Highly placed sources at the Crime Intelligence division of police have revealed to the mighty Grapevine that commandos have sealed off Bumagi landing site and Buggala landing site at Kalangala island where they suspect Tabula is hiding.

 Sources claim that Tabula fleed from his home on Kulumba hill Mpigi district the day Bbosa was assassinated and first took cover in one of the homes of his relatives in Katosi Mukono district before proceeding to Kalangala Island after learning that security had intensified the operation to arrest him.

 In Kalangala, the fugitive first went to his maternal aunt who is a witch doctor to help him frustrate the ongoing investigation against him.

 “The information we have gathered shows that he trusts that woman who is a witch doctor so much because he one time told friends that she was the one who helped him to win the case in Buganda cultural Court (Kkooti yakisekwa) against Bbosa. Right now he is very desperate and we are praying so much that he does not commit suicide to survive prosecution,” a senior operative in Crime Intelligence told theGrapevine.

 He added that they have further landed on intelligence information that two meetings that planned the assassination of Bbosa where held at the witch doctor’s home and she even first gave blessings to Derrick Noah Luggya who assassinate the deceased and Emmanuel Sserunkuma who was driving the assassin on a motorcycle but was killed by the mob at Bulange in an incident where Luggya survived with serious injuries and is currently receiving treatment at Mulago hospital.

 Sources disclosed that detectives from Maj. Dr. Tom Magambo’s Directorate of Criminal Investigations (CID) have recorded Luggya’s statement in which he denied the charges against him.

 Security sources allege that they are looking into new evidence that Tabula is the one who financed the assassination and that he still has a huge amounts of money which he is using to hire boats to transport him by water from one island to another.

 Sources added that for the last three days, Tabula’s phone has been off but Brig Gen Ddamulira’s men have received high level phone tracking devices from the UPDF’s Chieftaincy of Military Intelligence (CMI) which can trace a phone even if the owner has switched it off.

 Sources added that last Sunday, Tabula sent his men to Mbale village in Mpigi district where Bbosa was buried to collect soil from his grave to be used in rituals to frustrate the investigations.

 Operatives further established that they are following information that Tabula sanctioned the assassination of Bbosa partly as an act of revenge.

 He accusses the late’s his father of participating in the assassination of his father who was also fighting for Endiga clan leadership when he (Tabula) was still young.





 One of Tabula’s relatives told theGrapevine that he survived by a whisker when Tabula tried to kill him because he refused to go to Kisekwa court to testify against Bbosa.

 He later started character assassinating him among his relatives and friends that he is very corrupt, betrayed his great great grandparents by accepting Bbosa’s money.

 Operatives suspect that Tabula is hiding in Buggala forests and also suspect that he might be having plans to leave the country to go and hide in Tanzania.

 Brig. Gen. Ddamulira’s operatives are also hunting for other suspects including officials in Kisekwa court who are on the run for fear of being arrested because they frequently communicated with Tabula.

 “We have established that Tabula was sending money to staff in Kisekwa court to frequently brief him on the appeal Bbosa filed before Kabaka Ronald Muwenda Mutebi, the Supreme court on all culture Buganda matters,” a source said.

 In 2022, Kisekwa court declared that Bbosa occupied Endiga clan head office illegally.

 He appealed to Kabaka Mutebi and former Buganda Kingdom Culture and security minister Owekitiibwa David Kiwalabye Male noted that Bbosa was still the Endiga clan head until Kabaka made a pronouncement over the appeal which he had not made by the time of Bbosa’s death.

 Tabula’s group protested the appeal and enthroned him as the new Endiga clan head. Since then, the two have been at loggerheads.

 Police spokesperson Fred Enanga revealed that they have arrested seven suspects who include; Milly Naluwenda, a clerk to Kisekwa court and a close friend to Tabula and Luggya.

 He added that detectives have forwarded the investigation files to Justice Frances Jane Abodo, the Director Public Prosecution (DPP) for advice on the way forward.

 

 By Sengooba Alirabaki
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During the battle for speakership of the 11th parliament, President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni was forced to abandon Jacob Oboth Oboth who wanted to replace the late Jacob Oulanyah who died after one year in the office.

 Highly placed sources both in State House and security confirmed to theGrapevine that when Museveni mets the NRM legislators at Kololo airstrip to sell to them Oboth’s candidature, they openly told him that they are supporting Annet Anita Among (AAA) who by then was the deputy speaker of parliament.

 Sources claim that the legislators gave a condition to Museveni if they are to support his man.

 He gave them Shs100m each because they had already given their word to support AAA and she had allegedly also given them something.

 These sources add that because Museveni did not have a lot of money to pay the NRM legislators, he decided to go back to consult his party’s top organ the Central Executive Committee (CEC) for guidance but he was surprised by the response of the majority.

 “A big number of CEC members told Museveni that he cannot change the practice they have set that when the speaker leave office, the deputy takes over. Even though he tried to explain to them that AAA still needs time to gain experience to run parliament, many turned a deaf ear,” a source said.

 He added that Museveni decided to bring in Thomas Tayebwa as deputy speaker to balance the boat.

 In the 2021 speakership race, Tayebwa supported former speaker of parliament Rebecca Kadaga who was defeated by Oulanyah who was standing on the NRM ticket.

 Among was in Oulanyah’s camp and Museveni supported her, very sure that Oulanyah was going to teach her how to properly run parliament.

 Many thought that Museveni supported AAA because of the clandestine work she did for him and the NRM party to weaken the opposition, especially the Forum for Democratic Change (FDC) where she was a member.

 However, NRM insiders maintained that the way the party CEC members behaved during the process of choosing Oulanyah’s successor sent a message to Museveni that even his top party organ was infiltrated.

 “I was not surprised when the president took all that period without meeting CEC, he is very bitter with them and I’m telling you many of them will not come back on that committee in the coming term,” a source said.

 He added that when Museveni met AAA in the final CEC meeting in State House Entebbe which gave her the green light to contest for speakership seat on NRM ticket, there was a big yellow file on his table and the president clearly warned her that she has a file on her.

 “As a parent, he advised her to be very careful when running parliament because he has information on how mafias use parliament to fuel corruption in the country.”

 Sources unveiled that when Museveni agreed with the paper presented to him to rationalize government agencies, he decided to meet NRM legislators at Kololo and plead with them to support this idea when it comes to parliament because it was passed by cabinet.

 Museveni made a strong case telling members of parliament on how the rationalisation of government agencies was going to help government cut government spending, noting that many agencies are doing the same work and giving the same services offered by government ministries.

 However, the president warned legislators that he was briefed by intelligence that some of them were bribed by the Chief Executive Officers of some of the agencies that are facing rationalisation.

 Highly placed sources in State House told theGrapevine that these legislators pocketed more than Shs100m to fight the rationalization.

 “It is not surprising that some of the opposition legislators who have been attacking Museveni and his government for wasting taxpayers money on agencies and organisation doing the same work and services also on radios, televisions and in newspapers are also protesting the move,” one government insider said.

 Sources divulged that Museveni was not surprised when he was briefed that parliament is protesting the move because he knows all the dirty deals around parliament and he has started on a big project on how to streamline and change parliament leadership.

 Museveni was briefed that contracts in parliament are given to the company that gives the highest bride to some top leaders in parliament.







 However, Museveni was advised by intelligence to be slow on his project of changing parliamentary leadership because the current Speaker AAA is still very powerful in parliament and initiating her impeachment is close to impossible.

 Museveni was told that all legislators including those in opposition are under Among’s feet.

 The President was shocked when he was briefed that many of his ministers are in AAA’s pockets.

 “You saw the number of legislators, ministers who attended her thanks giving ceremony at her home district in Bukedea, she was under pressure after being told that members of the Deep State are not happy with her. Being a calculative woman, she sensed the danger and hosted Gen. Muhoozi Kainerugaba to Eastern region,” a source said.

 The source added that to buy time, AAA had to organise a big gathering in Bukedea and invite Gen. Muhoozi as the guest of honour and declare that she and the people of Bukedea are supporting his plans to replace his father.

 Even though Among declared that she is supporting the Muhoozi project, members of the Deep State still held the fear that she has plans to stand in Muhoozi’s way to presidency and it is the reason why she is accumulating a lot of wealth and money which will help fuel her political ambitions.

 The sources further claim that Museveni was briefed that Among’s wealth is soon doubling that of the former Prime Minister John Patrick Amama Mbabazi.

 Joseph Tamale Mirundi the Senior Presidential Advisor on media said that after Mbabazi’s money was frozen during his 2016 battle with Museveni, he pleaded with him that he was ready to pull out of the 2016 presidential campaign but a furious Museveni told him that since he decided to stand against him, let him conclude the race.

 A desperate Mbabazi decided to remain in the presidential race without money to use in the campaign and it is the reason he abandoned plans to hold campaigns in some areas.

 State House insiders have told theGrapevine that Museveni has already been advised to trim AAA’s wings very early and the process has started.

 These insiders contend that apart from controlling parliament and part of the executive, AAA had started penetrating the judiciary and theGrapevine can reliably report that an intelligence team has started profiling Justices and judges who are dancing to her tune.

 “You know very well that Justices of the Supreme Court and those in the Court of Appeal have started lobbying for the positions of Chief Justice and Deputy Chief Justice because Justice Richard Butera the Deputy Chief justice and his boss Justice Owiny Dollo are retiring in 2025-2026 respectively. AAA has branded herself already as a wire-puller when it comes to who takes over the two offices but the good or bad thing is that the big man has already been briefed on the same,” the insider revealed.

 Sources said that even though AAA and her henchman Joseph Sabiti, a celebrated journalist, declared that parliament is going to be under her control for the next 20 years, plans are ongoing to make sure that this dream does not go beyond 2026.

 Museveni is also not happy with Tayebwa for sleeping on the job.

 Dr. Spire Ssentongo has started a war on social media to expose corruption, abuse of office and other criminalities going on in parliament under the leadership of Among and Tayebwa.

 As a result, National Unity Platform (NUP) maverick party President Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu (Bobi Wine) asked his deputy president in charge of Buganda to resign as parliamentary commissioner after he admitted that he was awarded with Shs500m thanking him for his good service as the Leader of Opposition in Parliament (LOP).

 Even though Bobi Wine maintains that this was a bribe, Mpuuga claims that the money was legally given to him.

 Mpuuga protested the move to resign boasting that he did not commit any offence.

 He further disclosed that Bobi Wine and his group are just character assassinating him fearing that he is going to contest for the slot of a party president.

 

 By Hadijah Namagembe
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National Unity Platform(NUP) deputy spokesperson Alex Waiswa Mufumbiro has dragged Charles Peter Mayiga the Buganda Kingdom premier into Mathias Mpuuga Nsamba’s Shs500m scandal.

 Appearing on NBS’s Barometer Akasameme talk show, Mufumbiro revealed that Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu (Bobi Wine) the party president and other leaders who including: Leader of Opposition in Parliament Joel Ssenyonyi, David Lewis Rubongoya the party Secretary General, Butambala county legislator Muhammad Muwanga Kivumbi, Hajjat Aisha Kabanda the Butambala district woman legislator and also NUP deputy Secretary General in an emergency meeting held at the party headquarters at Makerere Kavule directed Mpuuga to resign, return the Shs500m and apologise to the nation.

 He was given 24 hours to execute the conditions given to him.

 Mufumbiro said that the meeting issued the conditions after Mpuuga admitted that he was given the money but pleaded with the meeting to give him the 24 hours time to first consult his family and other concerned persons in his life.

 He claimed that in that period, Mpuuga met Mayiga and Medard Lubega Ssegona the Busiro East legislator who advised him not to step aside and it is the reason why the party’s media team including himself decided to issue a statement over the matter and they are not regretting over it.

 Mpuuga and other officials in Buganda Kingdom are claiming that there are leaders in NUP who facilitate insults against the person of Ronald Muwenda Mutebi the Kabaka of Buganda, Mayiga and other Kingdom leaders.

 Mengo zeroed on Bobi Wine’s blue eyed boy Fred Kajubi Lumbuye a Turkey based Ugandan blogger for frequently abusing Kabaka Mutebi, his wife Sylivia Nagginda Luswata and other officials and some people have been petitioning Bobi Wine to take action against his henchman and stop them from insulting them.

 A year back, Bobi Wine met Mayiga at Bulange the headquarters of Buganda Kingdom and highly placed sources claim that Mayiga pleaded with Bobi Wine not to axe Mpuuga from the position of Leader of Opposition in Parliament.

 But since then, Bobi Wine has been dodging Mayiga because they had agreed to meet after six months.

 Sources claim that the Mayiga, Ssegona, Mpuuga meeting is the reason why Bobi Wine used the burial of his uncle, the assassinated Endiga clan head, to declare Buganda Kingdom officials as the biggest problem to Buganda Kingdom’s future.

 Bobi Wine is very bitter with Mpuuga’s decline to resign and highly placed NUP sources told theGrapevine that plans are ongoing to axe him from the position of the National deputy president in charge of Buganda.









 However as Bobi Wine fights to tame Mpuuga and his group,  his party leadership in Busoga has also protested his leadership style.

 In the letter signed by Baamu Lulenzi, the NUP coordinator in Busoga region and also the Iganga Municipality mayor claims that the party leadership is fueling intrigue, infighting, tribalism and other sorts of embarrassment.

 In the letter, Lulenzi cited a decision taken by party top leadership without making an investigation or consultation to suspend Moses Bigirwa from the office of the party chief coordinator in Busoga region.

 He explained that Bigirwa was suspended because he disagreed with people close to Bobi Wine, a decision that has weakened the party.

 Sources within NUP told theGrapevine that Mufumbiro was the one influencing Bobi Wine to suspend Bigirwa on allegation of undermining the Kyabazinga of Busoga Willian Gabula Nadiope and his wife Jovia Mutesi.

 However Mufumbiro rubished the allegation explaining that he cannot fight with Bigirwa because they are both brothers.

 Mufumbiro maintains that Bigirwa was suspended because of Kyabazinga issues.

 The Lulenzi group also accused Bobi Wine of being selective when awarding party members big leadership positions.

 He gave the example of the recent changes he made in parliament leadership where there was no fat office given to any legislator from Busoga as was done to their Baganda counterparts.

 

 By Hadijjah Namagembe
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